CHAPTER XX
JOURNALISM, BIBLIOGRAPHY, AND MEDICAL
HISTORY
As a postcript to this survey of the history of medicine there may
be added now a brief reference to the influence of journalism and
bibliography upon the progress of medicine, as well as a tribute
to a few eminent medical historians of recent times.
The Rise of Medical Journalism
Prior to the nineteenth century there were relatively few
medical journals. Mention has been made of the first British
medical journal, Medicina Curiosa (Plate LXXI), which appeared in
two issues in 1684 but did not survive the year (p. 192). It would
serve no useful purpose to name the thirty-seven medical periodi-
cals which were published in Britain before the year 1800, as most
of them had short lives and none now remain.1
Early in the nineteenth century the medical periodical
assumed its present position as the most rapid and most suitable
medium for the publication of original work, or for the dissemina-
tion of information relating to new medical discoveries.2
During the eighteenth century many important medical
papers were read at the Royal Society, and appeared in the
Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society. At that period also
a number of medical societies published transactions, but none
continued to do so for very long. A publication of this nature,
which endured until the turn of the century, was Medical Trans-
actions of the Royal College of Physicians of London (1768-1820).
Transactions of the Medical Society of London^ founded in 1773, were
first published in 1810, and have since continued in unbroken
sequence, while the Medical and Ghirurgical Society of London
commenced the publication of Medico-Chirurgical Transactions in
1809, which continued as Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine
i F. H. Garrison, " The Medical and Scientific Periodicals of the Seventeenth and
Eighteenth Centuries," Bull Inst. Hist. Med., 1934, vol. ii p. 285
* W. R. Le Fanu, " British Periodicals of Medicine: A Chronological List" Bull.
Inst. Hist. Mat., 1937, vol. v. pp. 735> 827 ; 1938, voL vi. p. 614
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